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A few weeks ago | spoke to an American
audience about the European experience
of extended producer responsibility (EPR)
for packaging. | told how, after an initial
period of resistance, companies have come
to recognize the benefits this sharing of
responsibility has brought.

The high packaging waste recovery rates
achieved under EPR legislation in most EU
countries has led to a remarkable reduction

in the public criticism of packaging waste. On
top of that a general harmonisation of the rules
for packaging thanks to the EU Packaging and
Packaging Waste Directive has largely eliminated
the risk of supply chain inefficiencies arising
from demands for different types of packaging
caused by dissimilar legislation from countries
or regions.

The American audience | spoke to knows

this is not the case in their part of the world
and increasingly different US States and even
counties and cities within those States are busy
proposing and passing laws about packaging
which are causing more and more headaches
for industry because of the often conflicting
legislative demands.

However, before we in Europe become

too smug or complacent about the situation
on our continent, some recent developments
are a timely warning that the dangers we claim
to have avoided are not assured in perpetuity
and new threats to our feeling of sangfroid

are emerging.

Whenever threatened by “bad” packaging
legislation European industry invariably points
to its commitment to EPR as an assurance
to regulators and legislators that “we will

do our part” to take care of used packaging.
But in some places in Europe this has been
a somewhat hollow promise which is not
being entirely fulfilled. We should not be
surprised therefore that we are beginning

to see industry’s credibility challenged

and harmful and costly legislation being
proposed. The latest example of this is
found in the EU Baltic state of Lithuania.

Despite our assurances to policy makers of

EPR treatment of all packaging waste, in that
country there is an absence of a strong coalition
of packaging value chain companies to negotiate
effectively and block government proposals

for still higher taxes on packaging and a likely

introduction of a beverage container deposit.
Some argue that the size of the market does
not justify action but the business acumen of
this rationale has to be measured against the
ultimate cost to industry of failing to support
a comprehensive industry-led scheme. The
alternative could be a costly and inefficient
government-run system.

In other smaller Member States like
neighbouring Latvia and EU candidate
members such as Bosnia-Herzegovina
and Macedonia we see the same pattern
developing. Forgetting our well proven
successful business formulas in smaller
regions could come back to haunt us

in larger markets.

Before we go further in lecturing our colleagues
on the other side of the Atlantic we would do
well to study the home situation more closely
and make sure we practice what we preach.

Julian Carroll
Managing Director
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Global CEO Forum Project

EUROPEN has been an active participant
in a Global CEO Forum Project, launched
by CEOs of major retail and manufacturers
of fast moving consumer goods in March.

The Forum, which met in New York in June
this year, aims to establish a globally
applicable definition of common packaging
sustainability metrics.

A report was presented to CEOs at this
meeting, where the principles for process
and sustainability metrics, as well as a
vision for how this will develop in future,
were agreed.

Phase Il of this project is now underway,
and a framework for commonly used metrics
on environmental, social and economic
sustainability is being developed. These
metrics will be trialled in a controlled
environment during the first quarter

of 2010.

ECR Europe / EUROPEN Guide to help corporate decision-making on packaging

EUROPEN and ECR (Efficient Consumer
Response) Europe have jointly published

a guide for senior executives that provides
practical guidance and recommendations on
steps companies can take to optimise the
contribution their company’s packaging
policies make to sustainability.

The Guide points out that there would be
a 15-fold rise in food waste in Western
Europe without packaging and underlines
that packaging cannot be viewed as a
stand-alone product, ignoring its key
function, which is to protect, distribute
and display wares.

The Guide (Packaging in the Sustainability
Agenda: A Guide for Corporate Decision
Makers) can be downloaded from the
EUROPEN website, at www.europen.be

Bulk orders for printed copies of the Guide
are also possible, at a cost of € 5 per copy
plus postage and packaging. Contact the
EUROPEN Secretariat on + 32 2 736 3600
for more information.

EUROPEN seminar on packaging and sustainability

EUROPEN hosted a successful half-day
seminar in Brussels in May on the topic
Beyond Compliance? Packaging in

the Sustainability Agenda which focussed
on the cost, consequences and consumer

responses to EU and nationally introduced
packaging compliance measures.

The keynote speech was given by
Michael Kuhndt, from the UNEP/Wuppertal
Collaborating Centre on Sustainable

Consumption and Production who spoke

on the political aspects of sustainability. Other
speakers included EUROPEN members Erika
Mink of Tetra Pak on greening packaging
supply chains, Lars Lundquist of Nestlé

on the results of an LCA of baby food

packaging alternatives and Ulrike Sapiro
of Coca Cola on carbon footprinting
and packaging.

The presentations can be downloaded from
the EUROPEN website.
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EUROPEN News

The European Organization for Packaging and the Environment

Events

Event
EUROPEN Council of Members

Location Date

Brussels

21 April 2010

Total Processing & Packaging Birmingham 2527 May2010
ProPack China Shanghai ~14-16 July2010
EMPACK Brussels ~ September
Tokyo Pack Tokyo 5-8 October 2010

EUROPEN Seminar Brussels 20 October2010
Emballage Paris ~ 22-25 November 2010

Bulletin Subscription

To subscribe to the EUROPEN Bulletin, send an e-mail to packaging@europen.be
with the message “subscribe to EUROPEN Bulletin” in the subject field.

To unsubscribe from this list, send an e-mail to packaging@europen.be

with “unsubscribe to EUROPEN Bulletin” typed in the subject field.

Join EUROPEN

For information about how to join EUROPEN, contact our Managing Director,
Mr. Julian Carroll: packaging@europen.be

EUROPEN aisbl
Le Royal Tervuren 1040 Brussels
Av. de I'Armée 6 Legerlaan Belgium

T+322736
F+322736

36 00 packaging@europen.be VAT BE 450 413 857

3521 www.europen.be
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